Grace and Gratitude the Secret of Supply

 

 

 

Good Morning.  It is Sunday morning and the weather forecasters are forecasting the first two inches of snow for tomorrow night and the workmen just completed our central heating unit yesterday and we are grateful indeed.  It is nice to be warm and toasty.  And being grateful is apropos because this week is Thanksgiving week in America.  This is the week that we are to remember what we are grateful for.
In our spiritual walk, anyone who has been living this way even for a short period of time can find much to be grateful for.  “God’s grace is our sufficiency” and it is His good pleasure to give us the kingdom.  And now let us understand something.  God’s grace is invisible but when it flows it appears tangibly as our living experience.
For instance, I will tell you a little story.  I lived in central Florida for ten years at the same time that my wife lived in central Florida.  We lived in the same town.  We went to a spiritual meeting once a week and when I became active in that group, she wasn’t there, because she was busy working.  And when I fell away from going to very many meetings, she became active.  So not only were we in the same town, we went to the same building, the same church and in ten years time we never saw each other.  But the time came when she said to me that she was on one side of town saying, “God if there is any companion for me I want you to choose because I have never been able to choose correctly.”  At the same time I was on the other side of town saying, “I am not going to look for a companion, God’s grace is my companion and I am just going to walk with God and do those things God puts in front of me to do and stop looking.”  It was then that I answered an ad in the newspaper for an apartment to rent.  And when I went there I met the landlady who would turn out to be my wife.
So Grace, God’s grace appeared tangibly as my wife.  And for her God’s grace appeared tangibly as me. And it turned out that we were walking down the same path spiritually. And what a union it has been -- absolutely wonderful!

Something we don’t touch on very often but I think it is part of living, it that even when the lights go out at night and my wife and I are together, even that area of our life is wonderful, because we can bring love into any area, into every area.  We can bring God into every area even; into bed.  We can be of service, we can love, we can be giving, and we can be sharing even there.  What I am trying to point out is God’s grace appears tangibly as our marriage.  And so you see it is something you can touch; you can hold and you can see.
In the area of finances, for the last fifteen to twenty years, there has never been a time when supply has completely dried up.  Oh yes, there has been a couple of times when it’s gone down to a trickle as we were changing professions, but it soon kicked back in like a well oiled machine.  So God’s grace appears tangibly as finances.
I think most of you know that we have a house here in the mountains, the Appalachian Mountains with a beautiful waterfall near the kitchen window. One side of the whole house is windows and you can see the waterfall.  We just recently went through the changing of the leaves and the beautiful autumn colors and that’s God’s grace appearing tangibly as our house, as our home. 
God’s grace is also appearing as our health.  Over the last six months we have lost over 70 lbs each and we are back to our normal selves.  And that’s God’s grace because that couldn’t have been done humanly and I know because I tried.  But through God’s grace it has returned to where it should be and we both feel wonderful.  So God’s grace appears tangibly as companionship, as supply, as health, and as opportunity. God’s grace appears tangibly as opportunities to be of service and making these talks has been a wonderful way to be able to pour forth because I discovered a  long time ago, “To him that hath it shall be given.”

How do you prove that you have something?  You prove it by giving it away.  Whatever you give away is truly yours isn’t it, because you can give it away; the more that you give away, the greater the capacity to receive.  So it grows and it grows.
I thought maybe I had enough to say on two talks and this talk this morning is number 23 or 24. And so it keeps coming and that’s grace. There is much to be grateful for.  I love my wife.  I love my home.  I love my body the way it is functioning now.  But more than any of these, more than any of this, I love the Grace that brought it -- that invisible something.
If we want to experience God’s grace, it is necessary to have a God contact.  And that is what really came to me this week.  What came to me was God contact is my supply.  God contact is my companionship.  God contact is the health of my being and body.  But it is necessary to make that God contact.
Another way to say it is, “Not by might, nor by power, but by God contact within.”  To release that imprisoned splendor means to have that God contact.  So for us, for me, that means meditation.
I want to get this across; gratitude for all the things in my life today is not the greater part of my gratitude.  The greater part of my gratitude is for God and that I have learned a way to make that God contact because that releases the grace that appears as all these wonderful gifts; all these wonderful treasures.  They are all wonderful!

Do you realize we will never lose the ability to make that God contact within? That once we have made that God contact and our practicing that is a way of life, we will have that ability to make that contact with the Presence of the living God within us throughout eternity.  And so we really do have the philosopher’s stone.  We have the genie’s lamp.  We have the open says a me the password.  We know now that making that God contact releases grace which then translates itself in our experience as that which we have need of and so much more. 
Like most of these talks let’s spend a little time on how to practice this.  And this morning I was reading before my meditation; I like to read a couple of pages and then go into meditation.  I was reading “Leave your nets” by Joel Goldsmith.  And he explains how to practice this, making this God contact. And I thought I would read a little bit of it because this is what will release that grace and when that grace is flowing you can’t be anything but grateful.
And you’re not just grateful once a year. You are grateful every single day because grace really does provide for you beyond your wildest dreams, so listen to this; we will read maybe a couple of pages.  “Until we learn that God’s grace is sufficient for us, we think that we have to labor, to plot and plan for the future.  We worry fear and doubt.  Perhaps we have all kinds of human anxieties and thoughts and fears about ourselves and our families and our future.  But here an idea is presented to us that God’s grace is sufficient for us.  We stop short and wonder is that true?  Does that really mean what it says?  Does it really mean that God’s grace is enough without my doing all this worrying, planning, thinking, and scheming?  Is that really true?  Have I been wasting time and energy and useless thought taking when all the time there is a divine grace at hand that can provide for my sufficiency? After you have done some thinking about this you finally come to the conclusion you will have to prove it for yourself.”

Here’s what is important my friends.  In the actual meditation, in the actual God contact that is what will release grace.  And that grace will become your living experience.  It will provide for you.  It will go before you; it will answer things you didn’t know you needed. “Before they call I will answer.”  This grace will go out and arrange things that you didn’t know you needed, but it did, because Grace is Omniscience.
Making the God contact is what will release this and nothing else.  Reading about it is uplifting, it makes us feel good and thinking about it is very good contemplation.  But actually releasing it to manifest as our experience as our life is what we are interested in.  This is done only by making that God contact within.  And so to continue with this reading: “You will have to prove it for yourself. Your problems are still with you, maybe more than yesterday, but with each one you bring to conscious remembrance this truth, ‘thy grace is sufficient for me’. I had better stop worrying and being anxious for awhile. I will put off taking thought for today. Right now I rest in the truth that God’s grace is sufficient for me.”

The words are not important.   We get so hung up on words and thoughts.  That’s not the important point.
The important point is that we begin to consciously practice, “Oh wait, I am worrying again” you can use whatever words work for you.  “Now wait a minute, I am worrying again and I was going to experience this Grace. So I am going to stop taking thought which I have been instructed to do and I am going to rest. Now, God, thy grace is my sufficiency and I will be still.” Again, the words are not important. What’s important is that you have the recognition that you are caught up in thinking again and you need to create an opening through which this Grace can flow. So you relax, you rest and feel at peace.
And Joel writes, “That does not mean that tonight, tomorrow or the day after you are not going to have more anxious moments, more concern, more lack, more fear or more pain.  Then again you remind yourself that God’s grace is sufficient; that you must rest in that grace with no anxiety, fear, doubt or thought.”

Now, it’s no different for him and for me than for any of us.  We carry these truths, these principles out on the street with us.  We carry them to work with us.  We carry them in our relationships.  We carry them in our moments of play.  We carry them to the shopping mall.  Wherever we find ourselves, we carry these principles.
And here is a for instance:  I was driving through Houston, Texas about 15 or 16 years ago and it was the fourth of July weekend.  Nothing was open.  It was about seven thirty at night, just starting to get dark and the car that I had , had over  hundred thousand miles on it and it just died in the middle of the highway.  There was enough forward momentum so that I was able to pull it over to the side of the road where there were some barrels.  It was actually an off ramp, but I couldn’t make the off ramp so I made the little v area there and it died.  I was on my way to Los Angeles from Tampa, Florida and I was in Houston.  I knew no body not a single person.  And the car was dead and I think I had eighty dollars in my pocket.  I did what anybody else would do; I immediately started to panic, thinking, “How am I going to get to Los Angeles? What am I going to do?  I have enough for a hotel room and then nothing to repair the car.”

You know how the human mind works.  But then I remembered the principle: “Remind yourself” and that’s what I did. ”Wait a minute; God’s grace is just as much available here as anywhere else. All I have to do is make that God contact.”  And I knew that if I made that God contact, sitting there on the highway, something would happen, though I didn’t know what. But I did know something would happen in the way of harmony.
I had already tried to start the engine about ten times to no avail; it clicked but it wouldn’t turn over. So I sat there after reminding myself; right in my car on the side of the highway. There were other cars and eighteen wheel trucks zooming by but I got quiet, closed my eyes, and just meditated on the fact that God is omnipresent and God’s grace is omnipresent.  As I became still the anxious mind quieted down and I felt a touch of the Presence; which was an affirmation that yes, “I” am here, I am here -- Fear not.
I sat there for about thirty more seconds and I opened my eyes and I tried the key again.  The first try no, the second try no, but the third try vroom, it started right up! I pulled back out on the highway and do you know I drove all the way to Los Angeles and it never stopped again.
When I drove to a garage in Los Angeles and pulled in there and let them look at it, they said that the main computer, the brain of the car had stopped working. I knew there was no way that, that car could go from Houston to Los Angeles without the brain working - but it did.  And so the point of this story is not the miracle or something special, the point of the story is that if we make that God contact Grace happens. And Grace will interpret itself as to what we have need of at that moment.  And so Grace appeared tangibly as a running vehicle.  And we are to remind ourselves that God’s grace is sufficient.
 And that’s what we do, practice these principles.  We may forget more than we remember but that’s ok we are practicing.  And eventually the time will come when we will remember more than we will forget.  And something else will happen too.  We may go along that way for months, three four five or six months, and all this time we are meeting every appearance of discord in our lives with the remembrance that God’s grace is sufficient even though the outward appearance denies it.

You see, for awhile, when we are practicing these principles, especially in the beginning, the ‘outer’ may be denying it, but we are not judging by appearances -- we are practicing the principles, we are standing on the rock of Christ truth. Just a few days, weeks, months later, and low and behold you may begin to feel God’s grace coming into expression in your experience.
Grace appears tangibly as form; you find good coming to you that you have not humanly planned for. You find harmony and health coming to you that at the moment you may not be able to explain. But with the passage of time it dawns on you, “Why it is true, God’s grace is sufficient for me.”  By that time you have come to a place where you rest more in the sense of peace and no longer need to use as many statements of truth.
And Joel goes on to write: “Understand this clearly, that in the beginning you will use statements of truth; consciously thinking about statements of truth. But with every God contact, more and more it will be a simple ‘resting back’; a simple relaxing or releasing. There will be less and less a need for words. Ah, but then perhaps there comes another problem. This time it may be a great responsibility and you have the feeling that it is beyond your means or strength. Along with this comes a remembrance of a passage of scripture and you hear, “He performeth that thing which is appointed for me to do.” And that startles you for a minute, “What? He performeth?” You think you have been given this job, this work to do, or you have been given this responsibility and yet the scripture says, “He performeth it.” There again while you go about the performance of your task you are reminded and you say to yourself, “Ok, I can do it because actually He is performing it through me.” And the responsibility drops away; the rest comes and soon you find it’s true. There is a He at the center of your being. He that is within you is greater than any responsibility, duty or demand that can come upon you from the world.
So while at first you may have been diligent in the use of statements of truth and may have brought them to your awareness over and over again” (that’s the practice), “now you find that only occasionally do you need to remind yourself of them.”

Now listen; you know you are moving in the right direction because now the words have given way to the actual awareness itself.  And when you have the awareness you do not need the words. You see, when you have the awareness of God’s grace, omnipresence, you can relax in it wherever you are; up in an airplane, on a ship at sea, anywhere. “This bringing of statements of truth to conscious remembrance is called contemplative meditation. And when you undertake this form of meditation you may at first be bringing to conscious remembrance every statement of truth you know.”

Now, you see, he is telling us that in the beginning we consciously have to remember these truths whether we are walking down the street or sitting down to contemplate.  It’s a conscious bringing to our remembrance the truth that we know.  “When you undertake this form of meditation you may at first be bringing to conscious remembrance every statement of truth you know. It may take you a half hour to complete your part of the contemplative meditation; that is your voicing of the truth or your thinking of the truth. Then you sit back and listen and that part of the meditation may be one minute, two, three, or five. As you continue this from of contemplative meditation however, you will gradually get to the place where your part takes five minutes and God’s part takes the half hour. It just reverses itself. God just keeps filling you with His truth. God keeps filling you with the realization of his Presence.  But you have made way for the Spirit or for Grace by your preparation through your contemplative meditation. Therefore, never hesitate to bring to your conscious remembrance every statement of truth you know until you have built your Consciousness to where that is no longer necessary. You do not discard’ you just evolve. You grow gradually from one form of meditation to another. And from one state of Consciousness to another.”

Why that is so important is because I know I often speak about being still and recognizing the Presence of God as if it’s as natural as turning on a light switch.  But I recognize people hearing these talks are at all different stages of development.  So if you are unable to close your eyes get quiet and feel the Presence, if you are unable to just close your eyes or even just blink while you are walking around and make that God contact, if you are unable to do that, I want you to know that it is alright. You need to start where you are. And there are some problems that come into my life which other people present to me or when they call and ask for help, and I have to begin with contemplative meditation. I have to begin with consciously bringing to remembrance the truth that I know, but it doesn’t take quite as long as it use to and I am able to slip into that conscious awareness of the Presence. Why is that important?  Because it is the conscious awareness of the Presence, it is that conscious God contact that releases Grace into the situation.
Eventually what we are working towards is the constant conscious awareness of Grace living Itself where we appear to be; living Itself as us and making Itself tangibly apparent as us so that anyone, anywhere, reaching out to our consciousness, touches that Grace. That is what we are working toward. If you have the conscious awareness of the Omnipresence of Grace and Its ever availability, all the time, wherever you go, you are the Christ. That’s what Christ is.
  Anyone coming to the Christ and asking for a healing, asking for a blessing, asking to be taught, receives an infinite amount of Grace. And that is what we are to become; the living, breathing, walking Christ on earth. Eventually, the entire Consciousness of mankind will be that Christ. But on the way, we need to understand that it is necessary to make that God contact.  Words won’t do it. You know they won’t do it. And thoughts won’t do it either. But it is perfectly fine to use words and thoughts to get to that place of stillness where we make the God contact and then Grace is released; Grace becomes tangibly known as form; as our living experience. 
Whether Grace appears as companionship, whether it’s a blessing of financial abundance, whether it’s a supply of cars and homes, without even needing money for them, or transportation from one place to another. Whether it’s in the form of a book or a spiritual class or a talk or whether it’s in the form of health or harmony in being, mind, and body it is necessary to make that God contact.
When we do, how wonderful life becomes because it is no longer eking out a miserable living out of an unfriendly universe. Life lived by grace is wonderful!  It’s free.  It’s joyful. There are times when you see what Grace has provided that you can’t help but get choked up because it’s just so wonderful. It is the love of God that appears as Grace -- tangibly formed. And God’s love is ever available. God’s love is not waiting for you to fall in line. Thank God the religious people are not correct when they say we have to earn it or be good enough and do only good and don’t do any bad. Thank God none of that is true and none of that enters in. God’s grace is just as available as the sunshine and that’s why it was said, “His rain falls on the just and the unjust alike,” because his love falls on the just and the unjust alike.
Do you know it doesn’t matter where you’ve been or what you’ve done in your past affairs? The moment you decide that you are going to live this way and practice making that God contact it is automatic; that love begins to flow - Grace begins to flow. “And though your sins were as scarlet, you shall be white as snow.”

That brings to mind something else that Paul said, “Those that sow to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption and those that sow to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” What that means to me is this: if I try to solve my problems by human means whether it is through thought, through physical force, through manipulation, through power of any kind, then I am sowing to the flesh and I am going to reap corruption. In other words it is not going to work. But if I learn to make this God contact several times a day and even during the night should I awaken, then I am sowing to the Spirit and I will reap everything that Spirit is. And Spirit is God and God is love, “For love is of God” John says and he also says, “God is love.”

So you see all that was ever necessary was for us to make this God contact.  And during this period of Thanksgiving that is the most wonderful treasure that has ever been revealed in my life; that I can make this God contact which releases love out into the universe, which tangibly forms Itself as my companionship, as my home, as my health, as my opportunity, and as my everything -- my entire universe, my consciousness, as you people. And so we really do carry all the love we could ever need within us and that love is Grace.
Now, I was reminded that although the home is beautiful and my wife is wonderful and beautiful and my health is good and I have a nice car and everything that has form is wonderful, that is not where my gratitude lies. My gratitude lies in the fact that God’s gift was given before the foundation of the world and that gift was Grace or love. God loves us more than we can ever love ourselves and this I know from experience. You too, when you learn to become still and learn to make that God contact, you will experience that love. It is boundless; it is limitless, it is unconditional. It really does not matter anything you have ever done.  You might as well let go of the past because when you make that God contact, Paul says you “Are a new creature in Christ,” and you are. Everything that has ever happened just comes to a standstill and it is washed away.  And now this Grace takes over and lives your life. It is really quite freeing - quite wonderful!

There is much to be grateful for but the single most important thing to be grateful for is the fact that God placed Himself in the center of us and all that is ever necessary is to make that God contact; rest there within and allow It to appear tangibly as our living experience.
Now, one last thing: when we begin practicing these principles how do we know if we made that God contact and it’s not just a fantasy or wishful thinking?  Well that’s pretty simple, pretty easy really. First, God appears to us in different ways. God appears to me as a touch on the side of the face; on the shoulder, on the top of the head or on the arm. Sometimes even as a touch on the leg. There is a tingling feeling and a Presence is there and I know it and a sense of peace descends upon me and I know that I have made that God contact.
God is on the field and I can release whatever it was even if it is not a problem. I can just release today unto that Presence because it is functioning, taking over and expressing. But to someone else, they may hear a voice that says, “Be still and know that I am God;” a little whispered voice. Others may get an impression. I have had that myself, an overwhelming impression that a message is coming through. Still others may have the smell of beautiful flowers or a terrific sense of peace or energy flowing through them. God is infinite, so God can appear in an infinite number of ways. But we will know that we have made the God contact by the fruits, “By their fruits ye shall know them.”

If your life is unfolding harmoniously, for the most part, now there still can be problems that we haven’t met, but for the most part, if your life has taken a new direction and is unfolding harmoniously and you see coincidences happening, there is an element of synchronicity; you are in the right place the right time; the right words are being said and you are meeting the right people which you don’t really know how they came into your life. If that kind of harmony is happening, then you are making the God contact. And with practice it will take over. With practice it will function Itself without the need of bringing to remembrance statements of truth.
Look for inner peace and look for outer harmony.  And if those things are happening then you are making the God contact.  And you don’t need anybody’s approval.  The only approval you will ever need is your own.  That sense of peace and seeing that that harmony is happening to you; that is, the recognition that Christ is working; that God is flowing through. And that’s what you look for.
If that isn’t happening, that is alright too. It means that we need to practice. It will happen. If you are new, well, it will take a little while- a few months. Even Joel said that he practiced for eight months before he made that first God contact. But I can tell you that this is the ‘pearl of great price’. This is worth everything because this produces everything. This produces love, life, freedom, liberty, harmony, peace, and abundant living. It is worth the price we have to pay to learn how to make this God contact.
This Thanksgiving week my heart is so grateful that God is and through a resting within I can feel that isness and that isness goes forth and appears to me tangibly as every beautiful and harmonious thing in my life.
Thank you for listening and I hope one of these days to go out and hold some more classes. Maybe we can all meet in a central location or maybe we can put classes on in different locations. I would like to meet all of you and hug all of you and share this God contact together; have a meditation where we can make this contact together. This is one of the things I am hoping to do pretty soon. Thank you for being there - I am grateful for you.
Out of Consciousness comes a message. Out of Consciousness also come those that are receptive to the message and out of Consciousness comes the fruitage, the harmony, and the blessings of the message.
Blessings to you and now go within. Be grateful, for that which you have found is limitless, unbounded, eternal, and forever yours – through Grace.
